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district, and as soon as I saw the very large field at
Hamble on Southampton Water, I said : " This is
our spot." I wired for one of my co-directors to come
down and see it. Within a fortnight we had bought
the field and a mile of foreshore, well over a hundred
acres in all ; subsequently we bought a further two
hundred acres. This area to-day is the Hamble
Aerodrome of Air Service Training, Ltd.

We commissioned the services of Mr. Harry Fairhurst,
the well-known Manchester architect and artist, to
design the Hamble works and garden city, or rather,
village, containing some 350 artistic houses. We only
got as far as building twenty-four of these and then had
to give up the idea of the scheme at Hamble, as all
available building material was required for Govern-
ment projects. So we had to be satisfied with using
Hamble as an experimental establishment.

This dream of mine failed to materialize, as others
have done ; but one gets a great thrill out of life by
working for ideals, especially if they are for the benefit
of mankind.

It was most desirable that we should have works of
our own, so we decided to buy a piece of triangular-
shaped land alongside the Mather and Platt extension
that we were occupying. This land was bordered
by the railway on one side and roads on the other two.
The snag was that a valley stood in the centre and that
many thousands of tons of earth would be required
to fill it in. As a local tipping-ground was badly
required we decided to buy the site, and for many
weeks strings of carts and lorries were tipping earth
and rubbish into the yawning chasm.

During the War our firm built close on ten thousand
' Avro 504' type machines whilst an equal number
were built under licence by outside firms. In addition
we built many other types of machines. These
numbers will indicate how the small original firm